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NCGUB: News on Migrants & Refugees- 8 December, 2009 (English & Burmese)
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EBO Funds to Target Migrants and IDPs

By SAW YAN NAING Friday, December 4, 2009

The Euro-Burma Office (EBO) will focus funding on Burmese migrant workers and
internally displaced persons (IDPs) in ethnic areas where armed conflicts are active,
according to the organization's Executive Director, Harn Yawnghwe.



The decision came after the meeting between the Brussels-based EBO and Burmese
opposition, civil society groups and ethnic groups in Chiang Mai in northern Thailand
from Dec. 1 to 2.

Yawnghwe said his organization wants to strengthen civil society groups assisting
migrant workers and IDPs because such people are in need.

Any group wanting to assist migrant workers or IDPs in armed conflict zones in
eastern Burma can submit proposals to the EU donors.

“Euro Burma want to set up committees to assist these groups and want to give funds
to them. Those who are interested are asked to submit proposals,” said Dr. Thiha
Maung, who attended the meeting and is the director of the National Health and
Education Committee's (NHEC) health program.

It is likely that the EBO will secure some funding for exile-based aid groups as
funding for cross-border activities is unstable and many Western government donors
are not willingly providing further cross-border aid to nongovernmental organizations
(NGOs) in exile, he added.

Founded in 1997, the Brussels-based EBO helps the Burmese democracy movement
prepare for transition to democracy and keeps the international community informed
about the situation in Burma.

Transparency and accountability of funding among border-based NGOs were also
discussed at the meeting.

“International donor countries such as Sweden, Norway, Canada and Australia are
hoping for change in Burma in 2010 and want to focus aid directly inside Burma if the
situation improves after 2010 election,” Thiha Maung said.

Harn Yawnghwe also said the EBO will provide financial supports to opposition
parties or ethnic groups that will contest in the general elections in 2010 if they need
support. This should not be misconstrued as EBO support for the Burmese regime
2008's constitution and planned 2010 elections, he said.

The aim of supporting those groups is to let them strive for democracy and ethnic
rights within any political space that might be opened up by the Burmese regime, he
added.

Observers said international donors indicated they want to focus humanitarian
assistance directly inside Burma after they identified problems with cross-border aid.

However, observers said both internally-based aid and cross-border aid are needed
since both reach different target populations, whether deep inside Burma or on the
Thai-Burmese border.

Due to international donors reducing their funding and distancing themselves from
cross-border aid projects, Mae Sot-based Mae Tao Clinic is concerned about funding,
which has been cut and reduced.



The number of outpatients coming to the clinic has grown by about 20 percent per
year, however.

The clinic, which treats Burmese migrants, refugees and Burmese people who cross
the border for medical treat, is struggling with a “major funding crisis.” It faces a
predicted shortfall of about US $750,000 in 2010, amounting to 25 percent of its
operating budget, according to Dr Cynthia Maung writing on the clinic's Web site on
Oct. 27.

Other border-based NGO aid groups are also struggling with the funding crisis, which
has resulted in anomalous situations across the border. Schoolteachers in Mon State
being provided for by funding from donors such as the NHEC, for example, have
been working without salaries since June.

http://irrawaddy.org/article.php?art id=17355
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Burmese migrants join Thai King’s birthday celebrations
by Usa Pichai Monday, 07 December 2009 21:32

Samut Sakorn, Thailand (Mizzima) - Shan migrant workers in Thailand’s Chiang Mai
province donated blood, while thousands of Mon workers in Samut Sakorn held a
Buddhist ceremony on the occasion of the Thai King’s 82" birthday on Saturday.

Fifty migrant workers from the Worker Solidarity Association (WSA) and Migrant
Assistance Program donated blood at the office of the Thailand Red Cross, Chiang
Mai, which dedicated it to His Majesty the King of Thailand on his birthday on
December 5.

Dr Supachai Chantaranusorn, leader of Blood Donator Club of Chiang Mai welcomed
the donation saying demand for blood in December and April each year has been
increasing as a result of (road) accidents occurring during long weekends.

“Blood donation is a good activity that helps people and we hope that migrant
workers will join the donation every year,” Dr. Supachai was quoted as saying by the
Thai news website Prachatai.

Nang, Deputy-Chairman of WSA said that workers are willing to donate blood as a
form of dedication to His Majesty the King for having provided them the chance to
live and work in Thailand.

“We want to thank Thailand, so we persuaded friends to join the blood donation and
intend to continue this activity in the future,” she said.

Meanwhile, thousands of Mon migrant workers in Mahachai district of Samut Sakorn
Province, south of Bangkok joined the Buddhist ceremony to bless the King,
organized in Pomwichian Temple in the middle of the district.

Nit, a Mon worker from Burma’s southern town of Moulmein told Mizzima that the
ceremony has held to bless the King so that he stays in good health.



“We [Mon workers] also pray every day for the King who is hospitalized, and wish he
gets well soon,” she said.

Workers also joined the Thailand’s Father Day activities, which includes a traditional
ceremony, dance and performances.

His Majesty the King, granted an audience on Saturday to his well-wishers at the
Grand Palace in Bangkok. This was His Majesty's first public appearance outside the
Siriraj Hospital in months.

Since he was admitted to hospital on September 19, the monarch was only seen in
public twice - once on Chulalongkorn Day and once on the evening of Loy Krathong.
He called on the audience, which comprised government and high ranking officials, to
give their utmost effort to develop the country.

Following the ceremony, His Majesty the King returned to Siriraj Hospital.

The celebrations marking His Majesty's birthday began last week across the country
with thousands of people braving Bangkok’s traffic to participate in the events.

http://mizzima.com/news/regional/3127-burmese-migrants-join-thai-kings-birthday-
celebrations-.html
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Police officers caught smuggling migrant workers

PHUKET CITY: Two police officers in Ranong were caught using a police truck to
illegally transport migrant workers between jobs on December 6.

Sen Sgt Maj Sombun Yita-amrit, 43, and Sen Sgt Maj Kasem Srisawai, 52, both
squad leaders at Phato Police Station in Chumphon, were stopped at an army

checkpoint in Ranong’s La-un District.

In the back of the truck, soldiers found two men and one woman, all Burmese, as well
as a large amount of baggage belonging to the passengers.

The soldiers notified their commanding officer, Col Thim Reuanto, as well as Deputy
Inspector Chatchai Hayimama from Ranong Immigration Office.

Sen Sgt Maj Kasem admitted he and his colleague had picked up the workers in
Ranong and were taking them to a rubber plantation in Chumphon.

Sen Sgt Maj Kasem said he knew it was wrong to use the police truck, but a friend
had asked him to take the workers and he didn’t feel he could refuse.

A police inspection of the workers’ documents found all three had permission to work
in Ranong, but were not allowed to leave the province.

Cpt Chatchai said the two police officers would be charged with human smuggling



offenses.
The workers will be charged with leaving the province without permission, he added.

As the policemen were being arrested, many villagers came out to criticize them and
complain about the police role in human smuggling.

With its growing real estate market, Phuket has been a destination for many Burmese
workers, both registered and unregistered, in recent years.

The problem — and the alleged role of government officers in human smuggling
rackets — reached the international spotlight when 54 unregistered Burmese on their
way to construction sites in Phuket suffocated in the back of a refrigerated truck in
April 2008.

One former Kathu Police officer, kicked off the force and known to have still been
active in Burmese smuggling rackets, was shot dead outside his luxury home in
Patong two months later.

Some have claimed he was linked to the tragedy in Ranong and that the execution-
style murder was a silence killing.

The murder remains unsolved.

Efforts by the Thai government to work with their Burmese counterparts to set up a
'work visa' program for migrant laborers have been greatly hindered by the fact that
the military junta there does not recognize members of ethnic groups like ethnic Mon

or Rohingya as Burmese citizens, even they they live in territory claimed by Burma.

http://www.phuketgazette.net/news/detail.asp?1d=8096
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FBR REPORT: Villagers displaced by SPDC dam construction; 44 square miles
of villages, farms and orchards destroyed in Western Karen State, Burma

http://www.freeburmarangers.org/Reports/2009/20091201.html
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MYANMAR: Chin State - a mountain of trouble
RONG LONG, 7 December 2009 (IRIN)

In the remote western Chin state, Ngite Pan, 46, ekes out an existence, feeding herself
and her 15-year-old daughter by planting millet. Occasionally, she sells a traditional
intoxicating brew called Khaung-Yay, also made from millet, which earns her about
US$4 a month.

It is the widow’s only source of income, and most of this money is spent on buying



rice to supplement the millet - but it is not enough.

“Our main problem is getting enough food. There are many days in a year when we
have to skip a meal,” Ngite Pan said from her bamboo home in the isolated mountain
village of Rong Long in the south. “We see no way out to escape these hardships.”

Mountainous Chin, bordering India and Bangladesh, is Myanmar’s poorest state.
Some 70 percent of its population lives below the poverty line, rising to 81 percent in
rural areas, according to UN agencies in Myanmar, compared with a third of the
population in the country as a whole.

The Chin, numbering an estimated 500,000 in the state, with over half a million more
in the rest of the country, make up about 1 percent of Myanmar’s population.

They comprise six main ethnic groups, including the Asho, Cho, Khumi, Laimi, Mizo
and Zomi, with dozens of sub-groups.

Access for aid workers is restricted and agencies say there is not enough basic data
about the population, but that its problems are numerous.

Challenges include “‘structural deficiencies, chronic food shortages [and] widespread
food insecurity”, Christophe Reltien, Head of Office of the European Commission’s
Directorate General for Humanitarian Aid (ECHO), told IRIN.

For those unable to make a living off the land, a marginal livelihood can be made
scavenging for timber or bamboo, cane resin, honey and orchids in steep,
mountainous areas.

Acute food insecurity

Most of the population relies on shifting cultivation for their livelihoods. However,
there are limited viable farmlands and growing population pressures, in turn leading
to shorter field rotation cycles, poor soil fertility and crop yields, according to the
World Food Programme (WFP).

Chronic food insecurity has been made worse by a rat infestation, which started in
2007 and is still destroying crops.

“The population of Chin State is vulnerable due to the rat infestation and a general
decline in agricultural productivity, shortage of employment opportunities, low levels
of education, poor water, poor sanitation and lack of road infrastructure,” said a joint
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)/WFP crop and food security assessment
published this year.

Because of the rat infestation, more than 100,000 people are estimated to need food
aid, according to the Canada-based Chin Human Rights Organization (CHRO).

In a September 2009 report, CHRO found that up to 82 percent of farmland had been
destroyed in certain regions, while more than 50 people died from the effects of
extreme malnourishment, mostly children.



“People are going to the jungle and picking up roots and leaves and yams to eat. They
eat food which in normal situations they would not eat. There are lots of health
problems because of this,” Salai Bawi Lian, CHRO’s executive director, told IRIN in
Bangkok.

Beyond the immediate food crisis, Salai Bawi Lian said the Chin needed help in
moving away from shifting cultivation to more sustainable agriculture.

Rights violations

Rights groups say the state’s population is vulnerable to rights abuses by the
government’s military, known as the Tatmadaw. A report by Human Rights Watch
(HRW) in January documented instances of torture, arbitrary arrests and detention,
and forced labour, although the government has outlawed the practice.

“Those called for labour are assigned to work on government projects without
compensation or daily provisions and under threat of punishment,” stated the report.

Myanmar is a majority Buddhist country but more than 80 percent of the people in
Chin State are Christian, making them the target of discrimination, according to
activists. Thousands of Chin have fled to Malaysia and to Mizoram state in India,
where they share common ethnic ties, but still face insecurity and poverty.

Health and education lacking

A WFP survey of the food security situation in seven townships in May 2009 found
that households were mainly concerned with food, health and education, but the
majority were unable to afford these basic necessities and were forced to rely on loans.

According to the HRW report, there are only 12 hospitals, 56 doctors, and 128 nurses
in the state. Some hard-to-reach villages complain that government health workers
only visit twice a year.

Education is also lacking, with no universities in the state and 1,167 primary schools,
83 middle schools and 25 high schools.

“There is a dire lack of school facilities in many villages in Chin State, forcing Chin
children to walk to distant towns and villages or pay expensive boarding fees to attend
classes,” said the State of the World's Minorities and Indigenous Peoples 2009 report
by Minority Rights Group International.

http://irinnews.org/Report.aspx?Reportld=87352
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